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Imdia’s [irst Faeld Marshal
1% 2 subject of abading in-
sl There b madenying
that the man behind ikbe
baon of the Field Marshal
s unsdoabiadiy been one
of the most interedting and
ot fimmes contnoversial fig-
ures im the history of the
armed fooces. Leadership:
Field Marshad Ser Menek:
siearw 15 the seoond biography on ons of
Indey’s g reatest niltary henoes. The first
Freld Marsfel Soma Manekshieny: Sofdier
fmg with Digreiy by Lt Gen Depinder
Singh was pulsished i 3002, Both bog.
raphies have been written by perscos who
kmew the Feld Mardhol infimately: Singh
wis his military assdstant and Sood was
iz Adde de Camp (ADC). Dv Samuel
Johason would have boen pleasad (even
though he soasidenedihe writing off biog-
raphiss 3 waste of 1ame),

The fatestollicring by Soodisacham-
ing acoountof the professtonalism, casy
demeamor, compasshon and shove all
i sense of hamor of Manekshaw, the
hero of Iadia’s vicory over Pakiitan in
197 1. Manekshaw is & man with vision,
COMmpElenee, compaiiion and courage.
That his ability to develop an instaal
rappadt with hig trops peovied nvalu.
whle bn raising the spinits of kis soldiers
anid officers ara time whenibeir morale
weas ab 615 lowest after the 1962 debacle
i well keown, Sood wiites: “He was
Pisimame and approschable snd hod tinse
for all. Heiook gread pains ioenswre that
o o2 in bis eammand wast harseed =

Sood also tells us of kis cane and
concern iowards all thote who had
worked with him. He poarates the indi-
dent of his wreatment of Muka Singh

Tudire Gorelld congrarulartig
Alaeekebmw on the Palisfan amy's
surrender i Banglodeth
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who had imparted weapon irining to
Manekshaw im bis youth when he came
1o mzed himm joit a3 he was he was leave
ing b0 atiend ihe gover
noe's At Home." Marek-
shaw asked him 1o relax
im the gl room saying
that heweeld atiend i his
needs afler he retumed.
Manckshaw was very ne-
spectful o offscers and
mtm, befieving that the
dignity of heman beings
st b maisizined and
respeciod imespective of
ibiir stafion im life. Sood

when be shoved 2n ex-senicenan whi
had peshed Manekshaw b ibe rush to
mesct him custsadee his oiffsce: Do you pol
realing 1hat one day you and | will also
be bn this plightt™

Suu;!whnlxpu.mda!hhﬁmin
Seplember 1968 recalls how hesat inithe
seat et 1y the driver aaly o benold by
Mlamekshovar: ~Yom are iy ADC and not
my driver’s.” He fusther recalls bow al
e same timse four dogs also pot inbo the
car, Manekidbaw™s fondsess for dogs
was legendary. They would socompany
b b0 the office 2nd retum home in the
afbermaon.

The boak is 20 indereiling anecdotal
seoous] of the career of an Indizn mili-
tary icon. Menckshaw s vanoes postings
aee deali with in detas] and it akso con-
tzins details of the 1971 Indo-Pak con-

rocalls being teked ofif

!

fict. Theee is alio o reference 1o the
incident with Lt Gen B. M. Kaul and
Krithea Menon, whicheeardy destroyed
ks caseer oa irumped up charges. Some
of the details are o my misd supeiiia-
cus. For instance ihere was no need io
reproduce Manckibone's 1994 inlerview
wilh Prem Shankas Jha on the Indo-Pak
coallict in 1947, of Bangladesh®s proe-
hamaiion of independence or the oome-
spondence besween Indira Gandhi and
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Tajuddin Ahmed. Similasly there are
ether military details wiich could have
been avodded withoun detraeting from
the main nawative.

Apart from the well-kaown anec-
dotes about Manckshaw, Sood also
cormes wp with Lome lesser-knoan sn-
eciotes of a more personal natere in
which he himsell was involved.
Manckshaw was véry sendilive o
poople’s feelings. On Decenber 9. 1971
Pakestan ssnk the AN Bhebe. I wa
under thecommand of Capt M. M. Mulla
whi was related 10 Indira Gasdhi aed
was the Rescarch and Analysis Wing
chief B. N, Kao"s beother-in-taw, When
Kaoashed hianeksbarw aboat the details
Sood, prowd of kis information, bulsd
insaying that Mulla had gors dovmwith
e ship. Maneksboo tobd Koo tharthey
wene mol siare and later blasted Sood for
being o insensalive,

Manekshaw wars famcus for hissease
of bumos and thene 2ne eotinlless tales bn
circulation. While servimg with bis enit
im Burma twoof his men were cagghi by
the Milicsry Palize in a house of ill
repute. They were marched vp to
Misackshoa, thelrcompamycommander,
who found 1hat caly one was gailty
wihale the other was just ashdekick. Afber
berating the guilty
party I disnissed
hiim frommhis presece,
A lmlde laber feeling
that he had been oo
barsh he sent for hin
afid  asked hime
“Twmbhara paira
vgoed e (D2 you
gel your moneys
wodth)¥ Whea the
soldierneplied ibol ke
Military Police had
landed up befons any-
thing could happen
both had a hearty




laugh. On another occasion a young
officer missed an appointment with the
area commander whom he was Lo escort
into Manekshaw's brigade sector in
Firozepur because he
was detained by his girl-
friend. Manekshaw af-
ter giving him a piece
ofhis mind softened the
blow by saying that at
his age he would have
donethe same! The pat-
terncontinued through-
outhis career: there was
informality olf the parade ground but an
unprofessional attitude at work was
anathema.

But the best was reserved for the
Australian oflicer when Manekshaw at
the behest of Field Marshal Lord Claude
Auchinleck undertook a lecture tour of
Australia, After having heard Manek-
shaw praise the Indian army the officer
remarked: “Colonel, 1 appreciate all
you've said about how good the Indian

s

Maj Gen
Shubhi Sood

e A§h I
Silloo and Sam on their wedding day
army is but 1 wouldn't want you to go
away thinking that we Australians are
anything less, in fact we are very proud
of ourselves and our ancestors.”
Manckshaw’sreply was devastating: “So
you should be, you were sclected by the
finest judges in England.”
Manekshaw, known for his quick
wit, also had the ability to say the right
thing at the right time. When President
de Gaulle died, Indira Gandhi went to
attend his funeral. On her return, the
three service chiels had gone to the
airport to receive her as was customary.
When Indira Gandhi came to Manek-
shaw, he complimented her on her
hairdo. She smiled, and said, *You are
the only one who has noticed it.” His
rapport with Gandhi was good and prob-
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ably this is why he could get away with
telling her that he was not ready for war
when she wanted him to deploy his
troops in April 1971.

Though Manekshaw and Indira Gan-
dhi shared a warm relationship, his rela-
tions with Jagjivan Ram was a litle
strained. When Jagjivan Ram tried to
raise the issue of reservations in the
Army, Manckshaw rcfused. He sent a
reply saying that action should first be
taken against him as the chief since he
had not only failed to implement the
policy but also was in full agreement
with the actions of his predecessors.

Itis quite apparent that this book isa
labor of love. Though the biographer
makes no bones about the lact that he is
an admirer of the subject of his biogra-
phy at no time docs the biography de-
generate into hagiography. The book
however could have been better edited.
The indiscriminate use of inverted com-
mas is curious 1o say the least, On the
whole Sood’s book makes for lively
reading and is a welcome addition Lo the
literature on a man whose first annual
report read, “This officer, I beg his par-
don, this man, may one day become an
officer.” Manekshaw used to joke that
not only did he make an officer but that
they even made him chief. (He was not
a Field Marshal then.)




